
                                                                         

Northern Colorado Astronomical Society – 
  minutes from meeting on 8/6/2026

The meeting was held in the Otterbox Dome at the Fort 
Collins Museum of Discovery and was presided over by 
President Greg Marino.  

Refreshments (provided by Kathy Lowry) and the August 
“Tonight’s Sky” video presentation preceded the formal meeting.

Agenda:

1. Reports: 
     Treasurer –Charlie Davis 
     New Members –Greg Marino 
     Outreach –Greg Halac

2. Announcements

3. Guest Speaker:   Chip Kobulnicky
         ”Searching for Giant Exoplanets Around Type M Stars.” 

Attendance:
      In person = 47     Online = 20           Total = 67

Membership:   We currently have 167 active members

     



1 – Reports

Treasurer’s Report – Charlie Davis



New Members Report – Greg Marino

Greg welcomed the following 7 new members to the Club!

Allison Chen                                    Alyssa (Levi) Pryor
Lucretia Krause                               Samuel King
Richard Robbins                              Michael Ciraula
Zinedine Guezmir

Outreach Report – Greg Halac



2 – Announcements

Professor Brian Cox is one of the best in the world at bringing astrophysics and 
science in general to the public.  He just added a second show on January 31!

September NoCoAstro Membership Meeting – Lory State Park

Annual Meeting with Club Observing  Plan for the meeting:  
6p:  Social Time with Refreshments
6:30p: Business meeting:  Announcements, Reports (Treasurer, Outreach, Education)
7:30p: Program: "Show and Tell":
            Dwarf Labs Smart Telescope – Greg Halac
            SeeStar S30 Pro – Robert Sireno
            TBD
            TBD
Auto-running slideshow of member astrophotos from the past year (Sep 25 - Aug 26)

Observing:
7:30p: Sunset, Scope setup observation/demo, Q&A encouraged - scope owners 

describe what they are doing & why
8p: Observing:   Venus at start, Saturn "decent" by ~9:45p
10p: Shut down and pack up

We still need two more member presentations.  These should be approx. 15 minutes 
long, and could include equipment, accessories / gadgets, observing tools, astronomy 
books or magazines, etc.  Please see Greg Halac if you would like to do a short talk at 
Lory!



3 – Tonight’s Guest Speaker  –  Chip Kobulnicky

“Searching for Giant Exoplanets Around Type M Stars”

     Chip Kobulnicky has been professor of physics & astronomy at the 
university of Wyoming since 2002.  His observational astronomy interests 
include cosmic chemical compositions, close binary stars, and extra-solar 
planets.  
     Chip served as director of the Wyoming Infrared Observatory on Mt. 
Jelm 2007-2017.  He has directed a summer STEM camp for high school 
students at UW since 2003.   
    His astronomical avocation dates to circa 1983 when Santa brought him
a K-mart telescope which he used to view the rings of Saturn and the 
moons of Jupiter from a suburban Chicago back yard. 
     His academic path includes the Universities of Iowa, Minnesota, 
California Santa Cruz, and Wisconsin.
___________________________________________________________
From his presentation: 
This team is working to find and confirm Exo-planets using the two 
telescopes in Wyoming (mentioned below).



The 2.3 m telescope is primarily used by the team to look for Hot Jupiter planets. 
The University of Wyoming’s Physics department is holding an open house on Oct. 9 
this fall to celebrate the 50th anniversary of this scope and program.

The Red Buttes’ 0.6 m telescope is being used by the team to search for “Small 
planets around Small Stars”.  They also contribute to the GEMS study:  “Giant 
Exoplanets around M-dwarf Stars”  

The presentation and meeting concluded with NCAS member Q&A and expressions of 
our thanks to Chip Kobulnicky. 
Minutes respectfully submitted by NCAS Secretary, Kathy Lowry


