Northern Colorado Astronomical Society — Meeting Minutes 2/5/2026

AGENDA
REPORTS:
TREASURER —CHARLIE DAVIS
NEwW MEMBERS -GREG MARINO
OUTREACH + LUNAR ECLIPSE -GREG HALAC

President ANNOUNCEMENTS
Greg Marino

president@nocoastro.org

TONIGHT’S SPEAKER:
Vice President

Greg Halac RYAN FRENCH -SPACE HAZARDS
vp@nocoastro.org
Treasurer ATTENDANCE
Charlie Davis 67 IN PERSON, 8 ONLINE, TOTAL 75
treasurer@nocoastro.org
Secretary
Kathy Lowry Treasurer’s Report — Charlie Davis
secretary@nocoastro.org
Since Last Report
Income Expenses
Memberships $1,230.00 $0.00
PayPal Fees $0.00 $63.14
Astronomical League $0.00
Meetings $69.49
Business Cards $0.00
Insurance $0.00
DarkSky Membership $0.00
T-Shirts $0.00 $0.00
Donations $0.00 $0.00
Total $1,230.00 $132.63
|
Checking $ 1,281.12 2-Feb-2026 2-Feb-26
Members paid thru
PayPal $ 1,720.87 2-Feb-2026 1/31/2026: 1123
Members paid thru
CD $ 212299 4-Oct-2025 1/31/2027: 81
Members paid thru
Checks OnHand § - - 1/31/2028: 2
Value of unsold
shirts $ 100.00 1-Dec-2025
Total Assets $ 522498 2-Feb-2026
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Treasurer’s Report (Cont’d) - NCAS — Meeting Minutes 2/5/2026

2026 Northern Astronomical Society Budget - February 2026

Income 2026 Budget 2026 Actual

Each No. Amount No. Amount
Paid Memberships* $ 30.00 167 $ 5.010.00 65 $ 1.625.00
Paid Memberships* $ 25.00 $ - 6 $ 150.00
Total Memberships 167 $ 5.010.00 71 $ 1.775.00
Donations $ 250.00 $ -
Equipment Sales
T-Shirts in inventory @ $20/shirt $ 20.00 5 $ 100.00 $ -
Total Income $ 5.360.00 $ 1.775.00
Expenses Due| Each 2026 Budget 2026 Actual

No. Amount Paid Amount

FoCo Museum of Discovery donation Feb | $800.00 1 $ 800.00 $ -
Insurance Jan | $315.00 1 $ 315.00 Y $ 315.00
Member Meetings $ 40.00 12 $ 480.00 $ 104.30
DarkSky International membership Jan | $100.00 1 $ 100.00 Y $ 100.00
State of Colorado filing fee Jun | § 25.00 1 $ 25.00 $ -
Astronomical League dues (per member. + $10) |Jun [ $ 6.00 167 $ 1.012.00 $ -
PayPal fees (from memberships and misc.) $ 1.54 150 $ 231.00 $ 107.65
Outreach Supplies $ 55.00 12 $ 660.00 $ -
Scope Loan Program $200.00 $ 200.00
Printing Varies Multiple | $  800.00 $ -
Special Events $125.00 2 $ 250.00 $ -
Total Expenses S 4,873.00 S 626.95
Net S 487.00 S 1,148.05

Membership Report — Greg Marino

As of January 31: Total of 193 members with

83 members paid through 2026

Welcome and Shout out to new members:
Justin Fritz
Gregory Schmitt
Mark Potter
E. Stuart Phillips
Christopher Brown

Rebecca Edwards
Bruce Lowry
Ryan Parkhill
Scott Braucher
Kevin Saldanha
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CANCELED EVENTS
Date Site
1/9/26 Ascent Classical Acad
1/16/26 Irish ES
1/23/26 FCNA Fossil Creek Res

COMPLETED EVENTS

Date Site Duration | Guests Notes
1/10/26 LCP Horsetooth Mtn 2 33 50% clr; Sat,Jup,Orion

THIS MONTH EVENTS

Date Site Duration
2/6/26 LCP Devil's Backbone 2
2/6/26 FRCC Observatory 2

2/20/26 Irish ES Solar (+Moon?) 1
2/21/26 FCNA Fossil Creek Res 2
2/23/26 Poudre Learning Ctr

3/3/26 LCP Horsetooth Mtn

Greg Halac’s Report on upcoming NCAS observing event - Total Lunar
Eclipse
When? Tue Mar 3 - Weekday Morning

Umbral 2:50 - 6:17a, Total 4:05 - 5:02a, Max 4:34a

NCAS Event @
LCP Horsetooth Mountain Open Space 3:30 - 6a
Gate opens 3a allowing ~1 hour of “dark” summer sky observing before

astronomical twilight at 5:00a
If you can’t attend, recommend: Just go outside to observe totality - Binoculars greatly improve
the view or Try a “night shot” cellphone photo to capture color of totality.

If bad weather or you can’t observe it this time...
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Other Upcoming Umbral NoCo Lunar Eclipses:
In 2026 27-Aug: Umbral 8:34 -11:52p, 93% at 10:13p
2028 11-Jan: Umbral 8:45 -9:41p, 6% at 9:13p
2029 25-Jun: Umbral 7:32 -11:12p, Tot 8:31 -10:13p
20-Dec: Moonrise 4:35p, 69%; Umbral ends 5:28p
2033 8-Oct: Umbral 3:14 -6:36a, Tot 4:16 -5:34

Announcements -

A reminder that Membership Dues are due by January 31 each year.
Unpaid memberships remaining through March/April will be purged
from the active membership list.

Members were reminded that NoCo Astro dues also include membership
in the Night Sky Network and in the Astronomical League.

Members were reminded of the valuable contributions made to our club
by Scott McKinney! He is the planetarium dome expert and facilitates the
streaming of our meetings online (often putting in extra time and effort
on our behalf). We honor his generous help and are very pleased to extend
a complimentary membership in NCAS to Scott McKinney.

Program and Guest Speaker for this meeting -
Space Hazards (solar flares, asteroids & beyond) @
Dr. Ryan French —

Dr. Ryan French is a solar astrophysicist, science communicator and
author, currently working at the Laboratory for Atmospheric &
Space Physics (LASP) at the University of Colorado, Boulder.

He is pursuing the mysteries of the Sun at the forefront of modern
solar physics research, using cutting edge telescopes on the ground
and in space.

Ryan also works to share the wonders of the Sun and space with the
public, through books, social media, public talks, and interviews on
television and radio.

His second book, “Space Hazards"”, was published in 2025.



