
Northern Colorado Astronomical Society –
Meeting Minutes 6/4/2026

Meeting was held in the Otterbox Dome at the Fort Collins 
Museum of Discovery and presided over by Vice President
Greg Halac.

Agenda:

1. Reports: 
     Treasurer –Charlie Davis 
     New Members –Greg Halac 
     Outreach –Greg Halac 

2. Announcements - (none)
 
3. Tonight’s Speaker:  Dr. Charlie Kuehn  
    “Cepheids – Why the North Star Isn’t Constant After All” 
       
Attendance  :  
      In person = 49     Online = 16           Total = 65

Membership:

As of June 4: we have 154 paid members

 

1 – Reports

Treasurer’s Report – Charlie Davis



New Members report – Greg Halac
 
Welcome to the club,  New Members!   

Rick Judd

Jeffrey Loop

Greg Melendez

Outreach Report – Greg Halac

COMPLETED EVENTS
Date Start Site Duration Guests Volunteers Notes

5/8/26 20:30 Lvld Sylvan Dale 1.5 27 13 Scattered clouds
5/30/26 11:00 FC Old Town Lib 4 267 5 Clouds stayed away
5/30/26 20:00 Fossil Crk Pk 2 2 4 Scattered clouds
6/2/26 10:15 Youth Camp 1 32 4 Beat the clouds

CANCELED EVENTS
Date Start Site Event Cause

5/9/26 20:30 CSP Jackson Lake Clouds
5/11/26 20:30 Ridgeview Classical Fire
5/15/26 20:00 FCNA Bobcat Ridge Clouds
5/16/26 21:00 LCP Red Mtn Clouds
5/22/26 20:00 FCNA Bobcat Ridge Rain
5/29/26 20:00 Fossil Crk Pk Help Nite Forecast



Outreach Event Updates
➔ RMNP events: Jun 5,12; Jul 10,17,18; Aug 7,14
                 RMNP Astronomy Festival 7/17-18, incl Solar
➔ Recommended NCAS Dark Sky Sites
                 Hermit Park – SE of Estes Park
                 Eagle’s Nest – S of Livermore
                 Red Mountain – Near WY border
➔ Evaluating “Drala Mountain Center”
                 Potential events mid-week around the New Moon
                     in Jul, Aug (Perseids!), Sep, and Lodging available
                     at the site.

New DWARFLAB “Dwarf3” Telescope
➔ Zoom Call with DWARFLAB on 6/2
                 Donating a Dwarf 3 Scope to NCAS
                 Expect scope to ship soon
                 Providing a code for 5% off scopes ordered direct
                 Current price: DWARF 3 = $549, DWARF mini = $349
                 Can give 15min presentation before a future meeting
➔ Requested Usage:
                 Share product brochures with members/public
                 Bring and use the scope at outreach events
                 Send photo of people using the scope
                 Send favorite photos for possible use in the DWARFLAB “Image Gallery”
➔ Tentative Usage Plan
                  Lead outreach volunteers “test drive” scope
                  Add to loan pool for 1 month check out

UPCOMING EVENTS
Date Start Site Event Duration

6/5/26 20:30 RMNP Park & Ride 2.5
6/6/26 21:00 Lvld Sylvan Dale 1.5
6/8/26 9:00 Tavelli ES Solar 2.5

6/12/26 20:30 RMNP Park & Ride 2.5
6/13/26 20:30 FCNA Bobcat Ridge 2
6/19/26 20:30 CSP Lory 2
6/20/26 21:00 LCP Devil's Backbone 2
6/26/26 20:30 Fossil Crk Pk Help Nite 2
6/27/26 11:00 Lvld Library Solar 2



3 – Guest Speaker Presentation
      Cepheids – Why the North Star Isn’t Constant After All

with Dr. Charlie Kuehn 

Dr. Charles Kuehn is an Associate Professor of Astronomy and Chair of the Department
of Physics and Astronomy at the University of Northern Colorado.  He earned his B.S. 
in Astronomy from Ohio State University and his PhD in Astronomy and Astrophysics 
from Michigan State University before completing a postdoc at the University of Sydney
in Australia.

Dr. Kuehn’s research focuses on the study of variable stars to understand stellar 
evolution, the formation of the Milky Way, and to determine the physical properties of 
stars that host exoplanets.  He also engages in astronomy education research to 
increase the accessibility of university astronomy labs.  He is passionate about 
outreach and runs a quarterly series of physics and astronomy talks at Loveland 
Aleworks.

_____________________________________________________________________
Other interesting info (in addition to the presentation) shared with us by Dr. Kuehn:  
A new word to many of us: Astroseizmology
The Poudre Learning Center along with the University of Northern Colorado in Greeley, 
Greeley schools, City of Greeley and other organizations are working to make the 
planned “Northern Colorado Astronomical Observatory” a reality.  


