
Northern Colorado Astronomical Society –
Meeting Minutes 7/2/2026

Meeting was held in the Otterbox Dome at the Fort Collins 
Museum of Discovery and presided over by President 
Greg Marino.  Refreshments and the July “Tonight;s Sky” 
video presentation preceded the formal meeting.

Agenda:

1. Reports: 
     Treasurer –Charlie Davis 
     New Members –Greg Marino 
     Outreach –Greg Halac 

2. Announcements 
 
3. Tonight’s Speaker:  Dr. Emily Griffith - “Mapping the
                              Milky Way Across the Periodic Table” 
         
       
Attendance  :  
      In person = 59     Online = 9           Total = 68

Membership:

As of July 2: we have 159 active members

 

1 – Reports

Treasurer’s Report – Charlie Davis



New Members report – Greg Marino
 

Welcome to the club,  New Members!   

→  Laura Berkholtz                                      →   Marissa Haines

→  Mathew Rusch                                        →   Jessica Lackey

Outreach Report – Greg Halac



The RMNP Astronomy Festival daytime events on 7/17 and 7/18 feature the Nancy Grace 
Roman telescope team at Beaver Meadows Visitor Center from 10a-4p. Solar viewing is 
welcome anytime (please count/estimate participants), but is featured in the afternoon.

 The Dwarf3 scope and tripod has arrived and images well.  Still working out details on the 
image processing workflow. 

2 – Announcements
1. Charlie Davis provided refreshments to members present.
2. Charlie also announced a Reminder to members about the availability of photography 
posts on our website and thanked Rob Sireno for setting that up for us.
3. Greg Halac announced the dinner reservation after the meeting was fully booked for this 
time.
4.  Greg Marino asked that the volunteers for outreach events come fully prepared to use their
equipment and night sky skills to share with the public at the events.

3 – Guest Speaker Presentation -  
      Mapping the Milky Way Across the Periodic Table 
                                                                       with Dr. Emily Griffith

Emily Griffith is a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Colorado in Boulder. She received
her Ph.D. from Ohio State in 2022.  

Dr. Griffith’s research focuses on decoding the origin of the elements and understanding 
the Milky Way’s chemical evolution over time. 

     Beyond research, Emily is passionate about fostering an equitable and inclusive STEM
environment and loves sharing her science with broader audiences.  
In her work, she focuses on the answers to questions such as those in the graphic below.



Dr. Griffith shared a journey of discovery from the point of view of a “Galactic Archeologist and
Chemical Cartographer” with the members.  This cartoon sums up some aspects of the work 
done by Dr. Griffith and others.


